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CRICKET-FIGHTING 

Bv L H. Bitrktll, m. a,, f. l, a 


In 1927 Dr. B, Lani'or puhlisliecl a very interestiDg account of 
crickct-korphi^ iiiicl cricket-fi^^liting In China (Insect Musicians and 
Cricket Cluiinpions of China, Leaflet No. 22 of the Field Museum of 
Natural Tlistory, Chicago). At the time of writing he was not 
aware that the Siamese, Malays and Javanese amuse themselves 
similarly iti matching these insects in battle, Crawfiird in his 
llTstory of the Indian Arcliipelago, 1, 1820, p. 114, mentions 
erickot-keeping, and Augusta de Wit in lier ' Java Facts and F7vneies,' 
1905, p. 129, lias given some information regarding the pastime in 
Java, Avliei'e it is officially forbidden along with cock-fig]iting, on 
acennnt of the aeeonipan^dng betting, but carried on in a secret way* 
Tire Chinese, acctading to Laufer, use all tlic following 
species of crickets — 


Gampsodftis injlata, TTvarov, 
Gampsodeis gmt iosa, subsp. 

fr. im fiLscata, TJvaro^^ 

Oeca'iiihuH i tfesems S orv 1 11 e 


Grylhts eavi^persus, Scbaum. 
Qryllus Burmeister, 

Loxoblevimus faioomi, Saiissure, 
Ho moeogryllus japoiiicUi'^j Haan, 


Tlic Hiamese make use of Liofiryllus himacultxHts, DeGreer 
and Gryllns con/irma/ns, AValker. 

The Malays use Brachyfrypes Rios its, Lieht. and the 

Javanese a Liofjryllus. 

TJie males of every one of tliese insects, except the JTomoco- 
gryllus, fight at sight: lait the Ilomoeogrylhi-^ needs that a female 
should he present 

Crickot-figliting is much more of a sport among the Chinese 
than among the Siamese and Javanese* Among the Malays it is 
only a boys' amiisemcnt, wdth insects caught when wanted. The 
Chinese, Siamese and Javanese cage, match and bet on tlieir 
champions: and the Chinese go yet further, for they breed tliem. 
In breeding, .surplus males and all the females ai“e used as food for 
cage-birds. 


The feeding of champions is done with great care. Dr, Laufer 
and Mrs. de Wit have described it. In Siam, where the cage is a 
baked clay cup closed by moans of thin strips of bamboo, one being 
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I, H. Rurkill: CrielH-fujhtlng. 


removable tbat the captive may ha fed atid taken ont, tlio food eon- 
sistw of i'resell loavcH of the spiiiacdi Amitrftnfhibs LiniL 

and tlie ^rass, Cynodon dacfylot}^ Pers, 1die Siann^se way that tho 
iuj^eetn live in eaptivity for a month or two. Grylhts confirmiffiis, 
they call ai-et ( QltJ ) and regard as the better figliter, thongli 

ri - * ^ A 

(he siiiivller, Lioi/vyllufi they <-al!ed elieiiiii it ( ). 

'I'l le l\ralays of the south of the Peninsula use the word 
cluliigkerek ( or sometimes cllengkor et ) for Ih\(cIi ijtryp(^H but the 
Malays of Kedah use kSridok. I'he Javanese use eliangkrik and 
ang krek. The words ehangritj clienkoret and eliangkrit are obvionsiy 
variants of one common to the languages of the three ]jeop1es, tins 
e<jui valent of cricket '" and onomatojioeic; and it may he suggested 
that the Siamese borrowed tlieir word from the Malays. If so, did 
tliey adopt cricdvet-tigliting at the same time ? 

The Siamese Llogrylkis has been identified by J)r. B. Uvarov, 
tile Siamese GrijUu-^ by Dr. L. (Jhopard, and the Malayan 
Jlrifehyfrype^^ by Mr. If. Pendlehiiry, To these and also Dr. Jl. 
IT. Karny, Mr. P. Muir, Mi. F. N. Olmsen and i\Ir. A. Mb R. ITamilton 
for inforniatioii I tender my best thanks. 


